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Leadership Giving 
Dean Nils Olsen presented the 2005 Jaeckle Award to Thomas R. Beecher Jr. '59 last year. It is the highest award the Law School and 
Law Alumni Association can bestow. 
Tom Beecher funds 
new scholarships 
98 
Gift in 
memory of 
L. Franklin 
Messer 
T he financial legacy of a prominent Buffalo lawyer in the early 20th centwy has come full circle to support the education of the next 
generation of UB Law School-trained 
attorneys. 
A donation of 50,000 from a foun-
dation established from the estate of L. 
Franklin Messer, who died in 1939, will 
go for scholarships at the Law School. It 
was designated for this use by Thomas 
R. Beecher Jr. '59, who was a trustee of 
and a donor to the now-closed founda 
U B L A W F 0 R U M 
tion, and is named the Thomas R. 
Beecher Jr. cholarship in mem01y of L. 
Franklin Messer. 
The money will be used to benefit 
students over two or three years. In the 
2006-07 academic year, 15 UB Law stu-
dents received awards of 1,000 to 
$8,000 apiece. 
"Because I was in a position of re-
sponsibility, I have some input into the 
final distribution ofd1e fund," Beecher 
said. "Messer was a scholar of the law, a 
scholar generally, and a wonderful man. 
He was well-known to a senior pa1tner 
in my firm, Frank McGuire, who had 
been a mentor to me. 
"Why UB? Pattly because I went there, 
but also I was interested in helping other 
people go there who might not be able to 
because of financial difficulties." 
Beecher also said the gift is in recog-
nition of the Edwin F. Jaeckle Award he 
received in 2005, and to acknowledge 
his upcoming 50d1 reunion in 2009. He 
said he hopes to meet the award recipi-
ents over lunch, "to share with them 
some of my expe1iences in d1e law, for 
better o r worse, but mosdy for better. It 
has been a great career. " 
A longtin1e pa1tner in the Buffalo Jaw 
firm Phillips Lytle, and now of counsel 
to that finn, Beecher has been involved 
in myriad busines and charitable initia-
tives in Westem ew York. He se1ves as 
director and chairman of d1e Buffalo i-
agara Medical Campus, a group d1at 
hopes to realize the potential of a 
world-class medical center in Buffalo. 
The complex will eventually employ 
more than 500 scientists, wid1 a total of 
about 8,000 workers in medical care, re-
search and education, and is already 
breathing new life into its High Street 
neighborhood. 
A s board chairman of Buffalo General Hospital from 1991 to 1994, Beecher helped lay d1e groundwork for the hos-pital's merger with two od1-
e r hospitals into d1e Kaleida Heald1 Sys-
tem. 1 Ie chaired d1at system's board in 
1999 and 2000. 
He co-founded BISON, the Buffalo 
Inner-City Scholarship Opp01tunity Net-
work, which funds scholarships for low-
income students seeking private sec-
ondaiy education . In all , Beecher has 
se1ved on the boards of a dozen compa-
nies, four foundations and more than 30 
community orgat1izations. The grandson 
of Irish immigrants who built a d11iving 
textile business, he runs Ballynoe Inc. , 
which funds scholarships and educa-
tional travel for his large extended fami-
ly. 
B echer, who was the recipient of 
d1e 2005 Edwin F. Jaeckle Award-the 
highest award d1e Law School and the 
Law Alumni Association can bestow-
also se1ves on d1e Dean's Adviso1y 
Council at the Law School. He and his 
wife, Judy, live in Buffalo and are the 
parents of two grown children. 
Members of 
The University 
Founders Scxiety 
Terrence M. 
Connors '71 
and wife 
Peggy. 
The University at Buffalo created The University Founders recog-
nition society in 1994 to honor individual who have given a lea t 
50,000 to the university over a lifetime. The names of nive1 ity 
Founders whose gifts have benefi ted the Law chool are listed below 
Hon. Michael A. Amico 
1l1omas R. Beecher Jr. 
Thomas E. Black Jr. and Bridget Black 
Hil<uy P. Bradford 
Thomas R. Bremer 
David Brown 
Lawrence P. Castellani and Joan]. Castellani 
Ross M. Cellino Sr. and Jeanette E. Cellino 
Ten ence M. Connors 
Kenneth B. Forrest and Ellen Katz FoiTest 
William R. Greiner and Carol Greiner 
Gordon R. Gross and Gretchen . Gros..-; 
Erma R. Hall ttjaeckle 
Roger J. j ones 
Ha1vey L. Kaminski 
Hilda S. Koren 
Francis M. Lerro and Cindy Abbott Letro 
Eiik D. Lindauer and Lisa D. Lindauer 
Gerald S. Lippes 
James L. Magavern 
William J. Magavern II 
William E. Mathias II 
Reginald ewman 
William A. Niese 
Roben I. Reis and Ellen S. Reis 
And1ony J. Renaldo 
Charles Shabsels and Susan Shabsels 
Thomas F. Wolfe and Barbara Wolfe 
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